
 

  We were founded in 1836 by 

missionary bishop Jackson 

Kemper who founded many of 

the churches in Indiana before 

heading further west to St. 

Louis and then up to Wisconsin. 

We've had a colorful history 

since that founding date 174 

years ago and I am glad to stand 

here as your 30th Rector. Let us 

give thanks and remember all of 

the saints, lay and ordained, 

who have helped this congrega-

tion to survive and thrive and 

be the warm, welcoming place 

that it is. Next year, we will be 

celebrating our 175th Anniver-

sary and we are all looking for-

ward to an exciting year of 

preparation and then a year of 

celebration. 

   But as we prepare to look 

backwards at our history, we 

must also remember that our 

faith is always calling us ahead. 

That Jesus is at the head of the 

procession into history and, like 

any good verger, he's not going 

to let the procession get stuck 

at any one point in time. 

   2009 was a year of great 

change for St. Paul's. Just over a 

year ago, I had had my first con-

versations with the Search 

Committee who had then vis-

ited me at my interim parish in 

Sidney, Ohio. Just 10 short 

weeks later, I was elected your 

thirtieth Rector. Keith and I 

moved here in late May and I 

began work officially on June 1. 

You said goodbye to Fr. Fred, 

who had done  good job main-
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Our Weekly Schedule 

Sunday  

(through February 14): 

Common Breakfast 9:30 

Sunday School 10:00 
Jesus Was An Episcopalian

 10:00 

Choir Rehearsal 10:00 

Holy Eucharist  ǆ     11:00 

 
Sunday  

(starting February 21)  

Choir Rehearsal  9:30 

Holy Eucharist  ǆ     10:00 

Sunday School 11:00 

Coffee with Jesus 11:15 

 

Monday: 

Morning Prayer 9:00 

Vestry (3rd Monday) 6:30 

 

Tuesday: 

Morning Prayer 9:00 

Holy Eucharist           12:05 

 

Wednesday: 

Morning Prayer 9:00 

Food Pantry 4:00ð6:30 

 

Thursday: 

Morning Prayer 9:00 

 

Friday: Rectorõs Sabbath 

 

Saturday: 

Anglican Traditions 10:00 
Holy Eucharist ǆ 5:30

  
Check the enclosed calendar 

for variations and additional 

events.  

 

BIG EVENTS:  

2/17 

Ash Wednesday  

 

2/21 
Sunday Schedule 

Changes 

taining and healing the fabric of 

the parish in the interim. I met 

with many of you one-on-one in 

that month or so to get to know 

you. Little did I know that two 

months into my time here, St. 

Paul's would be hit with a second 

major flood in just three years, 

resulting in an approximately 

$150,000 claim from the loss of 

the contents of both the parish 

hall basement and church under-

croft. 

   After the flood, we entered a 60

-day discernment period about 

the future of its beloved Fish Fry. 

We convened a small committee 

to undertake a significant process 

of appreciative inquiry with vari-

ous stakeholders in the Fish Fry 

and the results of those conversa-

tions was a recommendation to 

end this 43-year monthly tradi-

tion. The Vestry accepted this 

recommendation unanimously at 

its October meeting. Rather than 

being the death knell that many 

feared it would be, the end of the 

Fish Fry has led to a blossoming 

forth of many new ideas for pro-

gram, evangelism, and outreach. 

We are now free to seek out a 

new mission and a new way of 

fulfilling that mission. 

   A number of changes have been 

introduced into our worship, all of 

which reflect my long-standing 

deep interest in vibrant worship 

and music. We sing more at each 

Sunday liturgy, we have intro-

duced daily Morning Prayer, sev-

eral weekday Eucharists, and a 

new, more informal Saturday night 

Mass. The psalms are being sung, 

the riches of Lift Every Voice and 

Sing are being used every week, 

and some new favorites from 

other traditions are being used 

as well. The Vestry also decided 

to remove the choir pews in 

the chancel to open up the 

space. This new open space 

reflects the more open, more 

relaxed attitude about the lit-

urgy which is both formal and 

inviting at the same time. 

   The Formation Committee 

also introduced a new forma-

tion program for children this 

year based on spiritual disci-

plines and the Way of the Child 

curriculum. This open-education 

concept allows each child to 

respond to God's Word in her 

or his own individual way 

through quiet meditation, read-

ing, art, prayer, or a number of 

other response mechanisms. 

This program has had some 

challenges due to scheduling 

conflicts with parents, but it has 

laid a good foundation for the 

future. 

   The adult formation program 

has become a regular feature of 

parish life. Each Sunday morning 

begins with a common breakfast 

cooked by a parishioner and 

shared by about half of those 

attending Eucharist later in the 

morning. The adults have then 

been involved in bible studies of 

the books of Esther, Job, and 

Ruth, and have just now begun 

Jesus Was an Episcopalian. 

Three weeks after the flood hit, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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History and Traditions of Anglicanism 

Spring Semester 2010 

January 30 ñ May ? 
Ever wondered why we Episcopalians are 

unique in so many ways? 

Who is this stern-looking guy to the left? 

 

 

Significant reading required (ca. 75-100 pages a week) 

Auditors are welcome at any session.  

Call the Church Office at 282-1108 

Meets Saturdays 10:00ñ1:00 

starting January 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus Was An Episcopalian 
and you can be one, too 

 
"Yes, the Lord has a sense of humor, that is 

why God created Anglicans! Thank you my 

friend for this light-hearted and generous  

invitation to inquirers."  

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
 

Formation for Adults 

(also counts as a Confirmation Class!) 

Sunday Mornings 

10:00ñ11:00 

moves to 11:15-12:15 on February 21 

Snow Days 

Consider the office closed and ser-
vices canceled on weekdays where 
Greater Clark County Schools are 

closed due to snow or ice. 

 

Saturday night and Sunday Masses 

will only be canceled with signifi-
cant snowfall or icing. Check your 
email or Facebook for closing an-

nouncements.  

PHONE TREE  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The phone tree is due for an update.  
If you prefer to get your urgent 

church messages  

by email or Facebook,  
we will ask you to sign up and not 

include you in the calling. 

SCHEDULE CHANGES  

 
Sundays, starting February 21  

 
9:30  Choir Rehearsal  

 

10:00  Holy Eucharist  

 
                               11:00 Sunday School (kids leave after 

 receiving Communion or go directly  

 to the Christian Ed building)  
      

                                 11:15 Adult Formation  

 

Office Hours  
starting February 1  

 
Mondays 9:30 ñ11:30*  

Tuesdays 9:30 ñ3:30  

Thursdays 9:30 ñ11:30*  

Fridays 9:30 ñ3:30  

 
Pat will be in the office Tuesdays 

and Fridays as indicated.  

* Fr. Steve will be in Mondays,  

Tuesdays, and Thursdays, his 
schedule permitting.  

The Gabriel is published monthly by St. Paulõs Episcopal 

Church, Jeffersonville, Indiana. For more frequent updates, 

go to www.stpaulsjeff.org 

 

Fr. Steve Benner, Editor   stpaulsjeff@gmail.com 

 
Articles may be submitted to the Editor for consideration 

at the Church Office or at the email address listed above.  



 From Your Senior Warden John Grimm 

ior Warden and the focus of 
that position has changed, as 
noted elsewhere in this 
Gabriel. 
  We also took the opportu-
nity during the worship ser-
vice to present Pat Capshaw 
with a small token of our love 
and appreciation as she moves 
from full time parish secretary 
to part time as she looks to-
ward retirement. 
  The cold, rainy morning 
dampened our attendance but 
not our enthusiasm as we in-
troduced the Dare To Care 
programs and announced that 
a separate Board has been 
formed to manage this ex-
tremely important project.  
Keith Worley will serve as the 
first Executive Director along 
with Trustees Michael York, 
Bart Fisher and myself.   
  Our first òofficialó week as a 
Dare To Care agency included 
helping nearly 60 people find 
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  to pick up donations, 
stock the shelves, and help 
distribute food.  Give the 
church a call at 282-1108 if 
youõre available -  youõll 
find the rewards well 
worth the efforts. 
 
In Godõs Love, 
 

John Grimm 
Senior Warden 

 
   The Annual Meeting on 
January 24 was different than 
past meetings, with the focus 
on our individual gifts and 
interests and small discussion 
groups.  We elected new 
Vestrypersons (welcome to 
Joyce McCulloch, Pam 
Himmelheber and Bart 
Fisher) and thanked those 
who have completed their 
three-year terms (Steve 
Fleece, Lisa Fisher and Brian 
Coffman).   
   A budget was presented 
and adopted, convention 
delegates elected, and 
(perhaps best of all) we 
shared TWO meals together 
(breakfast and lunch!).    
  I am honored that, in the 
Vestry meeting following the 
Annual Meeting, Fr. Steve 
selected me to be his Senior 
Warden for another year.   
Bart Fisher was elected Jun-

 

 

 

Your New Vestry 

David Bos Class of  2011 

Brian Coffman Class of  2010 

Bart Fisher Class of  2012 

John Grimm Class of  2011 

Pam Himmelheber Class of  2012 

Joyce E McCulloch Class of  2012 

Sonny McCulloch Class of  2010 

Marlot Wigginton  Class of  2011 

Michael York Class of  2010 

Your Officers 

John Grimm, Sr Warden 

Bart Fisher, Jr Warden 

Lisa Fisher, Treasurer 

Pam Himmelheber, Clerk 

February   

Birthdays  

 

7 William Halter  

12  Kyle Fisher   

14  Chris Grimm  

 Bryan Krantz  

16  LeRoy Halter  

21  Elizabeth Marie  

 Montgomery  

25  Vic Lewis  

 Jim Lewis  

27  Erik Fisher  

 

Anniversaries  

 

2 Fr. Steveõs Ordina-

 tion to the Priesthood 

 (2007)  

3 Debbie & Tony 

 Tucker  

food when opportunities 
from other agencies had 
been exhausted. 
  I am personally ener-
gized that we may have 
found (at least in part) the 
answer to our prayers 
over the last few years 
asking God to help us dis-
cern his calling to us.  We 
have done other service 
projects, to be sure ð 
Ministry on the River 
books and the Prayer 
Shawl ministry come to 
mind ð but this is perhaps 
our most significant and 
far-reaching outreach en-
deavor  to focus us, as we 
prayed many times in our 
Search Prayer, to be 
òalways mindful of the 
needs and concerns of 
others.ó 
  If you havenõt yet had a 
chance to participate, vol-
unteers are always needed 

 

Wednesday,  

February 17  
 

Eucharist (said) 12:05  
 

Eucharist with Music 
7:00  
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Scenes from the Annual Meeting 

Sarah Coffman, Charlotte Davis, Dotty Grimm, Bill McCulloch, 

and Lisa Fisher discuss Childrenõs Formation 

Michael York, Steve Fleece, Brian Coffman, and Chip Wigginton 

do some dreaming.  

Tracey Hamilton, Keith 

Worley, Fr. Steve Benner, 

Pam Fleece, and Jack Fisher 

make plans for our justice 

and service ministries.  

Marlot Wigginton, Ben Sapp, Jim Walker, and Bart Fisher talk about the 

kinds of First Impressions people have when they come to St. Paulõs 

Senior Warden John Grimm presenting our secretary Pat Capshaw with  a 

token of our appreciation. 

Fr. Steve and his inner professor coming out.  

Wendy Walker, Joni 

Dodge, Sonny 

McCulloch, and Joy  

Caldwell discussing ideas 

for evangelism and  

stewardshipŸ 

For team descriptions, see 

page 9 
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St. Paul's began its new food pantry ministry with just a few crackers and 

peanut butter in the church office. And so we started by having some sal-

tines and peanut butter and maybe a couple of cans of potted meat in the 

church office, so that when we got these calls we at least offer something. I 

had learned about this kind of pantry in a downtown Columbus church 

where we worked mostly with the homeless. We found out fairly quickly 

that the needs of the many homeless in this area are being met to a certain 

degree by other organizations; the folks who need help right are those who 

are unemployed, struggling to pay rent or their mortgage, living on a 1/3 of 

the income they had two or three years ago. Peanut butter and crackers 

isn't going to cut it. More than that, they should be able to eat more. They 

also have the capacity to cook their meals and so we could our attention 

to raw materials for food (which cost much less than processed foods). 

   We started our food pantry with modest expectations. We had food left 

at the end of each week and we could restock with the $50-60 we raised 

each week from the breakfast and wine and cheese fellowships. Then it got 

cold. Tradespeople lost the little work they had. Our expenditures have 

gone up five-fold in just two months; our clientele has increased five or six 

times in just those two months. Last week, our first as a Dare to Care 

Food Agency, we served over sixty people. That number will surely in-

crease as word spreads about the bountiful table God is spreading here at 

St. Paul's with the help of Dare to Care. 

   Dare to Care will provide up to 600 lbs of bread and pastries each week 

at no cost. We can also have up to 600 lbs of produce each week at no 

cost. Other food items are available at an administrative cost of 14¢ a 

pound. The $300 we spent last week to fill the kitchen in 321 will now be 

able to purchase 2,143 pounds of food, not including the bread and pro-

duce which we would get for free. We will have to find a way to present 

this food to our customers while still respecting their dignity and freedom 

of choice. We will have to find a way to get the food from the Food Bank 

warehouse to St. Paul's. The Vestry at its last meeting created a Board of 

Trustees for our Food Pantry and named Keith Worley its executive direc-

tor. The Vestry also approved giving the Food Pantry the use of the Parish 

Hall basement. Dare to Care requires that we keep our foodstuffs under 

separate lock and key, so there will be no more intermingling of church 

goods with pantry goods. 

  We are just the second food pantry in Clark County to distribute food 

weekly; most others limit customers to once a month. We will be the first 

pantry open in the evening and hopefully, soon, also open on the weekend. 

People who are still working 9-5 need access to food as well. This is an 

amazing opportunity for us to continue feeding the people of Jeffersonville 

at almost no cost to us, other than the use of our space, our energy, and 

our warm, loving hearts. 

   And a true sign that this is a blessing for us and for our neighbors in Jef-

fersonville, every dollar we spend on buying food from the Food Bank in 

2010 will be rebated dollar-for-dollar by the Yum! Brands Foundation. In 

other words, at the end of the year, if we have spent $8,000 on food, we 

will receive a check for $8,000. We will be able to feed hundreds of people 

at next to no cost. 

   We will continue the Angel Food Tree with specials found in the Sunday 

grocery ads. There are some necessary items which we will rarely or never 

get from the Food Bank. We also ask you to consider sponsoring 100 lbs 

of food a week. At 14¢ a pound, that would be $14.00. That $14.00 would 

(Continued from page 1) be enough to feed four people for a week with our 

new Dare to Care partnership. Envelopes are avail-

able or you can put "food pantry" in your memo line. 

   Finally, 2009 has been a year of many blessings for 

St. Paul's. We have added or reactivated twenty-four 

new communicants since I arrived, bringing us to 

114, the highest number in almost ten years. Our 

average Sunday attendance increased to 56 last year 

from an average of 44 in 2008.  There is new energy 

to be found all over the place at St. Paul's and we are 

filled with more hope and faith than we have been 

for a number of years. 

After a year of so many changes, one would think it 

would be time to take a step back and seek stability. 

However, with the new food agency status, we ex-

pect that the entire shape and flow of our parish life 

will change dramatically. We are expecting to in-

crease outreach to about 100 households a week, 

serving up to two tons of food each week. This will 

require a significant increase in working hours, but 

the level of enthusiasm expressed has been unsur-

passed. St. Paul's will continue to feed the people of 

Jeffersonville, albeit with much more than a fish sand-

wich as we had in the past. 

   New fundraising ideas are also blossoming, some 

rooted in parish traditions, and some innovative and 

experimental. We hope to raise $10,000 in fundrais-

ing events this year. We will be making significant 

capital investments in 2010. We will buy equipment 

for the Food Pantry; we will replace carpeting in the 

sanctuary last replaced in 1967; we will make the 

sanctuary entirely accessible; and we will paint the 

walls and improve the lighting and sound systems 

throughout. 

    We have approved a budget with a significantly 

lower deficit than in past years. Last year's projected 

deficit had been $55,000; this year, the projected 

deficit is less than $17,000. Expenses were lowered 

by looking at personnel needs and costs and with 

new efficient HVAC units (purchased because of the 

flood loss). Also 8 of our 27 pledges for 2010 were 

new pledging units and the average pledge went up 

25.3% over last year's average. This kind of increase 

in one of the most challenging financial years in mem-

ory is a sign to us of the many blessings God is giving 

us each day. 

     

The Rectorõs Address, continued 
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Dare to Care Food Bank  

On January 19, twelve members of 
St. Paulõs were given a five-hour ori-
entation of the Dare to Care Food 
Bank by Ms. T. Montgomery. As an-
nounced last month, our Food Pan-
try is now an official agency of Dare 
to Care. This means that we can 
now access food at little or no cost 
to St. Paulõs and redistribute it to 
our neighbors and friends in need.  

Bart, Lisa, Jack Fisher; Fr. 

Steve Benner; Dotty Grimm; 

Keith Worley; Charlotte 

Davis; Michele Bos; Steve 

Fleece; and John Allen 

McCulloch waiting for Ms. T. 

Montgomery to arrive. John 

Grimm was the photographer.  

Our first glimpse of the Dare to Care Warehouse. Ms. T explaining how to sign in for pickup 

Lisa in awe at all of the bread available for free in the Bread Room Keith and Bart during the tour 

Ms. T explaining the rules Michele, Lisa, Keith, and Bart piling up the bread for our neighbors 


