
 

I am writing this just about five 

months after Keith and I moved 

to Jeffersonville. If you had asked 

me back then, I would never have 

imagined these five months like 

they have been.  
They have had their ups and 

downs; they have been much 

busier than I could have imagined; 

and they have been the best five 

months of my life.  

Yes, really.  
Nothing has gone according to 

plan. But God rarely works ac-

cording to plan. Weõve made 

more changes than anyone ex-

pected. And yet these have been 

the best five months. 
Why? Because I can feel Godõs 

Spirit at move among us, at work 

in my ministry and yours, and 

alive in your hearts and your 

minds.  
The actions taken by your Ves-

try in the aftermath of the flood 

10 weeks ago will change the way 

the fabric of this parish is woven. 

Much of the fabric will remain the 

same, but these times require 

new patterns of weaving and knit-

ting our lives together.  

 

Homework  
As we move forward, Iõm going 

to start putting homework in The 

Gabriel. This monthõs first exer-

cise may seem a little vague, but 

before we can start envisioning 

what St. Paulõs will look like in 

the future, we must assess who 

we are TODAY.  Please take the 

time to do the adjective exercise 

and bring your results to church 

during November.  

 

Ministry Teams  
The adjective exercise will 

lead to the development of min-

istry teams and each member 

will be asked to serve on 1 or 

more teams. Just as we have all 

pitched in for the Fish Fry in the 

past, we all have to pitch in for the 

future. I cannot and I will not 

carry all of the burdens of minis-

try in this place.  
My job is to equip YOU for your 

ministry through preaching, 

through leadership, through 

training, and, most importantly, 

through encouragement. There 

are no stupid ideas.  
We all will be working in our 

own ways. It may no longer be 

the physical tasks of the Fish Fry, 

but each of us, especially our 

older members, have a 

depth of wisdom that we 

must plumb while we can.  
Ministry Teams will have a 

limited time frame and a specific 

focus. Itõs easier to volunteer for 

a project that lasts 6-8 weeks 

than it is to join a committee 

with a never-ending schedule of 

meetings with no end in sight. 

Each time a new ministry team is 

christened, a leader will be cho-

sen or named, and a small, dedi-

cated group will get to use their 

talents and passions for Godõs 

work in this place.  

 
A Flourishing Congregation  

Keith and I attended a great 

conference programmed by the 

Center for Congregations ear-

lier in October. Four churches 

from Jeff rode together to the 

event and developed even  
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Our Weekly Schedule  

(as of November 1): 

Sunday: 

Common Breakfast       9:45 

Formation for All        10:10 

Youth Group-biweekly10:10 

Holy Eucharist  ǆ       11:00 

 

Monday: 

Rectorõs Sabbath 

 

Tuesday: 

Morning Prayer           9:00 

Holy Eucharist           12:05 

 

Wednesday: 

Morning Prayer           9:00 

Holy Eucharist ǆ        6:00 

Choir Practice ǆ        6:30 

Wise Owl Book Club  6:30 

 

Thursday: 

Morning Prayer           9:00 

 

Friday: 

Holy Eucharist  7:00 

Breakfast Club            7:45 

Morning Prayer           9:00 

 

Saturday: 

Holy Eucharist ǆ         5:30 

Fellowship                   6:15 

  
Check the enclosed calendar 

for variations and additional 

events. Services marked with 

ǆ include music. 

 

BIG EVENTS: 

11/1 All Saintsõ Day 

 

11/14 Holiday Bazaar 8-2 

 

11/15 Dancing at Church 

 

11/25-26 Thanksgiving Day  

 

11/29 Candlemaking 

 

deeper ties for the local church 

community.37 congregations and 

over 160 people were there to 

share their stories of congrega-

tional revival and change.  

All were a bit anxious. All 

were wondering if what they 

were doing was the right thing 

for this time.  

But what I noticed is that the 

room was electrified by all this 

energy, driven by the Spirit to 

seek to be the best Christians 

we can be in these times.  

As I reflect back on the con-

versations, the emphasis truly 

was on flourishing congregations. 

Flourishing, of course, is not 

quite the same thing as growing, 

but it does fertile soil and the 

tender care to continue to flour-

ish. Growth will happen in its 

time frame; but we can flourish 

right now.  

Indeed, I believe we are flour-

ishing well at this time.  

As Lawrence Peers has writ-

ten: Change is complex. It is 

multifaceted, and we can never 

achieve the desired results if we 

focus on only one level of 

change. It requires discontinuing 

what doesnõt move toward the 

desired change, intentionally 

engaging in practices that em-

body the change, and shifting 

how we understand some aspect 

of congregational life. In fact, 

changing how we think about a 

particular area of congregational 

life may bring about more sus-

tained changeñand create more 

transformative action ñthan 

just doing new things. 

 Steve+  
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Like to Read? 

Wise Owl  
Book Club  
Wednesdays  
6:30 ɀ7:45 

 
Check Out the Church 

Website 
www.stpaulsjeff.org 
ÆÏÒ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÂÏÏË 

 
led by Steve Fleece 

 

#ÁÎȭÔ 
Make it 
Sunday 

Morning? 

 
 
 

Try Worship on 
Saturday 

5:30 
Eucharist with Music 

Intimate 
45 minutes 

followed by fellowship 
with wine & cheese 

Keith Worley Sings with Voces Novae 

 

MUSINGS: Edgar Allan Poe  

 

Bicentennial Celebration featuring 

two World Premieres by Richard 

Burchard 
 

Sunday, November 22, 2009  

                       at 3:00 p.m.  

Monday, November 23, 2009  

                       at 7:30 p.m.  

 

Christ Church Cathedral  

2nd Street, Louisville  

SPONSOR  

This Newsletter  

In Honor or In Memory  

Of a Loved One  

Color Photos Accepted 

$10 for a box this size,  

other sizes available 

 
Sunday Bulletins May Also Be Sponsored for 

$5 per week 

FOOD PANTRY  

is now open Wednesdays 4:30ñ5:30 and by 

appointment. 

 

We need you to staff your pantry.  

 

Suggested Food Items for the Month  

11/1 canned fruit (preferably in juice or 

 light  syrup); hard candies; salty snacks 

 in sealed containers (not bags) 

11/8 bottled gravy, potatoes in a box, 

 French-fried onions, cranberry sauce, 

 candied  yams 

11/15 canned tuna, salmon, chicken 

11/22 spaghetti & sauce 

11/29 crackers, peanut butter, jelly,  

 margarine 

We also welcome designated donations to fund 

vouchers at a local grocery. 

 

 

NOVEMBER  

ANNIVERSARIES: 

 
9 Chris & 

Samanatha 

Grimm ADVENT IS  

COMING SOON!  

 
SAVE THESE DATES: 
 
Nov 29: Making Christmas 

Ice Candles 10 am 

 

Dec 4: Advent  

Mini Retreat, 6-9 pm 

 
Dec 13: Lessons &   

Carols, St. Paulõs, 5 pm 

 

Dec 20:  Christmas Play, 10 am 

   Blue Christmas, Wall St UMC  

               7 pm 

 

Dec 24: Christmas Eve Eucharist  6 pm 

Dec 25: Christmas Day Eucharist 9 am 

NOVEMBER  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 

 8  Tracey  

     Hamilton 

 9  Liam Coffman 

10 Mary Jo Burde 

13 Michael Green 

16 Charlie Sater 

18 Paul Fisher 

19 Glen Everhart 

20 Kent Porter 

     Gwen Haven 

24 Will Martin 

25 Joyce  

     McCulloch 

26 Bev Grooms 

30 Jerry Cook 

If we pray, we will believe; 

If we believe, we will love; 

If we love, we will serve. 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

30 Things to Give Thanks For: 

1. Your church 

2. Pets 

3. Your family 

4. Good books 

5. A warm house 

6. Your best friend 

7. Your priest 
8. Grandparents and older 

friends 

9. Your favorite food 

10. Music 

11. Your bed 

12. Teachers 

13. Saturdays 

14. Your Sunday School teachers 

15. Your neighbors 

16. Role models 

17. Wild animals 

18. Your favorite movie 

19. Laughter 

20. A new friend 

21. Cool, crisp days 

22. Sunshine 
23. Doctors and other medical 

workers 

24. Rivers and oceans 

25. Sunsets 

26. Turkeys 

27. Time to relax 

28. Games 

29. Fun 

30. Your favorite subject in school 

 
ñ from Pockets, our kidsõ magazine 

available in the Parish Hall 



An Open Letter From Your Senior Warden     John Grimm 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 
In my two terms as your Sen-

ior Warden, we have shared a 

lot of news ð not all of which 

has been good.  Together, we 

have dealt with two devastat-

ing and financially-crippling 

floods; Karenõs cancer and her 

subsequent departure as our 

Rector; the loss of several 

dear friends who entered 

Eternal Life; a nearly-two-year 

search process ð the list goes 

on. 

 
Now I find myself sharing with 

you what may be the most 

difficult message of all.  Fol-

lowing the August 4 torrential 

rains that left five feet of water 

and raw sewage in our base-

ment and undercroft, we have 

come to yet another cross-

road.  For the last several 

years, the Nelsons have nearly 

single-handedly organized and 

staged our monthly fish fries.  

Mike took the job for three 

months under a plan that 

would have rotated the duties 

among several òcommitteesó.  

(òFor God so loved the world 

that He didnõt send a commit-

tee!ó).  That rotation never 

came, but Mike persevered, 

estimating that it takes 180 

man- (and woman!-) hours per 

month to pull one of these off.   

Thatõs 4 ½ 40-hour weeks per 

month altogether ð which 

doesnõt leave much time for 

anything else!   

 
Mike has been asking for relief 

for nearly a year now, but no 

one has come forward to take 

over the reins.  The work has 

become drudgery to many, 

complicated by the strict, al-

most reverent, requirement 

that nothing be changed ð the 

menu, the recipes, the 

method of serving, the place-

ment of the tables ð are all 

steeped in so much tradition 

that they have almost be-

come a second set of Com-

mandments to us ð òThou 

shalt not mess with the Fish 

Fry!ó 

 
Our most recent flood has 

forced us to a decision that, 

though we knew was coming 

eventually, none of us were 

prepared to make this soon. 

Father Steve has said that he 

was actually looking forward 

to the òcommunityó of the 

fish fry.  Certainly the finan-

cial boost of approximately 

$16,000 per year that it gives 

our parish family is an impor-

tant part of our annual 

budget.   

 
For nearly 45 years we have 

met on the first Friday of 

each month (except July) to 

fry up the fish and to serve 

the mac-and-cheese.  We 

have seen  only subtle 

changes ð the once-all-

homemade desserts have 

increasingly had to be pur-

chased when we ran short.   

 
As the parish shrank and 

aged, workers dwindled.  

Those who did faithfully re-

port every month were un-

able to carry the extra load 

required.  So, we saw that 

something had to happen 

soon ð new life, younger 

blood with more energy, 

more flexibility, better com-

munication ð it sounds like 

the same òwish listó that 

many of us have for ourselves 

as the aging process sets in! 

 

So here we are, seeing 

ourselves and our beloved 

fish fry age, but denying 

that it could ever die.  

Psychiatrist Elisabeth 

Kubler-Ross identified five 

stages that terminal pa-

tients and their families 

typically experience to 

cope with impending 

death:   denial and isola-

tion, anger, bargaining, 

depression, and accep-

tance.   

 
No one likes to grieve.  

But amid loss, change that 

generates loss, and bro-

ken or breaking attach-

ments, we feel the power-

ful grip of grief.  And it 

hurts.  At such times, 

leaders are challenged to 

help congregations grieve, 

so that they can begin to 

accept the reality of the 

loss and to develop the 

capacity to attach anew.  

Clearly, this is not the 

expression of leadership 

that most congregations 

expect , want, or will 

readily accept.   Instead, 

they yearn for leadership 

that will minimize their 

losses and enable them to 

avoid the pain of grief al-

together. 

 
At its marathon Vestry 

meeting on October 12, 

following several months 

of discussion and a report 

by a task force commis-

sioned to study the fish 

fry, it was unanimously 

decided to discontinue 

the fish fry as we know it 

today, and to not pur-

chase the new equipment 

that would be needed to 

re-initiate it at this time.  
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This was not an easy deci-

sion, nor one that was en-

tered into lightly.  We rec-

ognize the loss that will be 

felt by the community, our 

vendors, and especially our 

brothers and sisters who 

have nurtured and sup-

ported this venture over 

these past forty years.   

 
And we grieve that loss.  

Not unlike the death of a 

loved one, even after a 

prolonged illness, we are 

rarely ever prepared to 

accept it.  A sudden, unex-

pected death is often even 

more difficult ð we didnõt 

have a chance to say good-

bye and we just werenõt 

prepared. 

 
Why is it important to 

name and grieve losses?  It 

would be easier to simply 

acknowledge them and 

move on.  Some believe 

that attending to grief is a 

misdirection of energy, a 

misplacement of priorities, 

and a poor use of time.  

Losses that are not appro-

priately named and grieved 

remain buried, however, as 

do the intense feelings as-

sociated with them.  (If 

nothing else, everyone in-

terviewed by the fish fry 

task force was intense in 

their views!)  Although we 

may look as if we are mov-

ing forward we remain 

stuck in the emotional 

processes of loss, unable to 

reinvest ourselves in the 

life and ministry of the con-

gregation. 

 

 

Continued on page 4 
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Many sources of anxiety are pre-

sent in our congregational life:  we 

may feel less safe and secure than 

in the past.  Gone are the days 

when we had comfortable cush-

ions of financial, capital and human 

assets.  With diminishing re-

sources, we wonder if we will sur-

vive.  As our uncertainty grows, 

so grows the pressure on our 

leadership to respond to these 

problems and to inspire current 

and potential members.  Often 

what we desire is a leader who 

will bring about renewal without 

change - an oxymoron if there 

ever was one.  Itõs just not possi-

ble. 

 
So we grieve because we have lost 

a significant defining point in our 

lives.  Expect that our anxiety may 

escalate as we sort through the 

realities of loss, our intense feel-

ings, and our uncertainty of the 

future.  Father Steve and your 

Vestry are keenly aware of our 

need to (1) care for people who 

are grieving deeply, (2) respond to 

people who are grieving similar 

losses differently from each other, 

and (3) relate to people who are 

not grieving the changes of all be-

cause they feel no sense of loss.  

Pondering all the change, loss and 

grief, it is normal that we may be-

come anxious about our congre-

gationõs undefined future and 

doubt whether its leaders have 

the necessary gifts to lead the 

congregation into unknown terri-

tory. 

Let me assure you that, in my 40+ 

years in this parish family, I have never 

known a more dedicated or caring 

Priest than Fr. Steve Benner.  We may 

not  all agree with all of his decisions, 

but as a Vestry we have found him to 

be open to, even hungry for, sugges-

tions and constructive criticism.   

 
I have said before that he seems to hit 

the streets running every morning to 

promote the ministry of St. Paulõs 

Episcopal Church, Jeffersonville.  The 

diocese, perhaps for the first time, 

knows who and where we are!  New 

faces are appearing in our midst, and 

several old ones are coming back.  

 
We have seen change, to be sure, in 

the last four months.  But again, there 

can be no renewal without change.  

Each of us on your leadership team is 

dedicated to remain open to your 

thoughts, your anxieties about our 

parish life together, and your hopes 

for the future.  Please donõt bury 

them ð what you are thinking may 

help someone else who is grieving 

along with you.  Open and honest 

communication is a very critical step-

ping stone to our future.   

 
The diocese has increased our aid by 

$15,000 in 2010 over our 2009 num-

ber, which will help to balance the 

budget.  Other new and exciting pro-

jects ð including a Christmas Bazaar, 

Lenten dinner, stone soup supper ð 

are planned to help us deal with our 

grief and move to a secure future.   

Our new Food Pantry is feeding families 

that might otherwise go hungry in our 

community.  Instead of being òthe fish fry 

churchó that feeds people an economic 

meal once a month, perhaps God is nudg-

ing us into an even more important feed-

ing ministry.   Only time will tell.  We re-

main in discussions with the Jeffersonville 

FOP about the possibility of helping them 

with a joint venture Fish Fry mobile 

kitchen that would visit area festivals and 

give us community outreach and expo-

sure, combining on our expertise (thereõs 

none better!) and their youth and enthusi-

asm! 

 
So we move forward in our process with 

yet another leap of faith.  May God bless 

us, comfort us in our loss, and show us 

the path to an even brighter future in His 

name. 

 

Godõs peace, 

 

John Grimm 
 

Senior Warden 

 
John Grimmõs Letter (continued) 

The Rector and the People of Saint Paulõs 

owe a deep debt of gratitude 

to our Wardens and our Vestry.  

Say òThank Youó the Next Time You See Them 

Your Vestry:  

 

David Bos, Treasurer 

Brian Coffman 

Lisa Fisher, Clerk 

Steve Fleece 

John Grimm, Senior Warden 

Pam Himmelheber, Junior Warden 

Bev Loveless 

Mike Nelson 

Marlot Wigginton  
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The Gabriel is timed to go out just after 

each monthõs scheduled Vestry meeting, 

so a column is being reserved each 

month for a late-breaking news story 

from your elected Vestry. 

 
Much was accomplished at our October 

12 meeting which lasted 4 hours. The 

Vestry gathered first for a common meal 

and then got down to work at 6:30. We 

hope this will be the last marathon ses-

sion for a long, long time. 

 

Formation and Sunday Schedule  
The Rector accepted the request of the 

Christian Formation Team to change the 

schedule for Sunday mornings, effective 

November 1. We will have breakfast at 

9:45, formation at 10:10, and Eucharist at 

11. We hope the extra 45 minutes will 

make it easier for all to get here for all 

three opportunities. 

 

Insurance  
We have filed a total claim for the flood 

for $152,533. Due to the deductibles 

and how our policy is structured, by our 

calculations we expect to receive 

$90,866 from the insurance company. 

We have also received a $10,000 grant 

from the Diocese. Some additional dona-

tions have been received and donors are 

listed elsewhere in the Gabriel. Many of 

the items lost in the flood will not be 

replaced as they were surplus or were 

irreplaceable (such as the books).  

 

Preventing Future Flood Damage  
The rear entrance of the basement is 

going to be partially filled in, with a new 

14õ flood wall extending up from the 

basement door to 3õ foot above ground 

level. Outside access to the basement 

will be via the current stairs only; the 

ramp will be removed. Excavation work 

should be done by yearõs end. 

 

Basement Access  
The doors to the parish hall basement 

will hopefully be installed by the time 

you read this. The Vestry approved a 

policy limiting access to the basement to 

the Wardens and Rector.  

This decision was taken primarily out of 

liability concerns, both for personal prop-

erty belonging to others lost in two floods 

and to prevent tampering with our HVAC 

and plumbing systems. We also hope to 

expand use of the basement in the future 

for outreach, such as our growing food 

pantry.  

 

Fish Fry  
The Vestry heard the report of the ad 

hoc task force on the Fish Fry which has 

been in conversation with fish fry leaders 

and workers, past and present, for the 

last month. As Senior Warden John 

Grimm reports in his column, the Vestry 

decided unanimously to discontinue the 

Fish Fry as it has been known. This does 

not mean we will never again have a fried 

fish dinner or some other fundraiser, but 

the Vestry clearly recognized the burden 

that the Fish Fry as an institution had be-

come for many. 

 

Approved Expenses  

Cleanup and dryout $49,961 

Plumbing / Sewer backup 18,000 

Furnaces 40,590 
Rebuilding Rear Entrance of Basement

 24,000 

Basement door 2,943 

Ice Machine (smaller model) 2,000 

Dishwasher 4,000 

 

Loan  
To cover the expected shortfall in insur-

ance reimbursement as well as the 

kitchen work and sanctuary maintenance, 

your Vestry has applied for a $50,000 loan 

from the Diocese. 10% of the loan pro-

ceeds are being set aside as a reserve for 

capital expenditures related to the new 

outreach ministries being developed at 

this time. Until the loan is paid off, we will 

have a double pledge system, one for the 

general operating expenses of the Parish 

and one for the building fund.  

 

Stewardship of Godõs Creation  
The Vestry continued its work on our 

becoming a green parish and banned the 

use of all chemical (non-organic) fertilizer 

and herbicides on the parish property.  

Vestry Report ñ Late-breaking News Fr. Steve 

Music 
A brief discussion about music and liturgy 

was also held. Fr. Steve is taking the sug-

gestions into account as he moves ahead 

into planning the several next months. In 

particular, we will have only style of psalm 

pointing for the foreseeable future. Once 

you get the hang of it, it should be easier 

to concentrate on the words weõre singing. 

We will also be introducing a few more 

contemporary songs into the Sunday 

morning service and more traditional music 

into the Saturday evening service, with 

both becoming a balanced blend of the 

ever-changing musical traditions of the 

church. Feedback, by the way, is always wel-

come.  

 

Outreach  
The Rector reported on various outreach 

initiatives which are beginning to spring 

forth. Patti Simmonds will be leading our 

new dance program with the first perform-

ance during the November 15 service. We 

are also exploring bringing other arts into 

our space. 

 
Fr. Steve proposed that we have a Vacation 

Bible School during Greater Clark Schoolsõ 

Spring Break. We may first have a trial VBS 

on Martin Luther King Day in January. 

 
Seminarian Michele Bos has been exploring 

the Stone Soup dinner concept, whereby 

people come together to make a nourish-

ing meal and learn cooking and other skills 

while engaging in fellowship.  

 
Ann McBride is organizing a Christmas 

Bazaar to raise money for new Christmas 

decorations for St. Paulõs and for Christ-

mas-season outreach.  

 
We also would like to connect with the 

medical community and offer access to 

medical services to those without insur-

ance. 

 

 

Continued on page 6 

Vestry Meetings are Open to All 
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Thanksgiving 2009 

 
ECUMENICAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Wednesday, November 25 

Fr. Steve Benner, Preaching 

First Presbyterian Church 

6:00 pm 

 

HOLY EUCHARIST with Hymns 

Thursday, November 26 

10:00 am 

45 minutes 

bring your families 

 

THANKSGIVING PITCH-IN /  

COOK TOGETHER 

Thursday, November 26 

Cooking Begins at 11 

Dinner Served at 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are growing in our relationship with God and we acknowledge that all growth requires seed, fertilizer, tools, and personnel to 

work the field. Therefore, in thanksgiving for all the good things God is doing at St. Paulõs, we pledge the following support for the 

work of the parish in 2010: 

 

$ ____________ weekly / monthly / quarterly / annually 

 

In addition, recognizing that the restoration of our beloved facility and prevention of future flooding also requires support, we 

pledge an additional 

 

$ ____________ weekly / monthly / quarterly / annually 

 

Signed ______________________________________     ____________________________________________ 

 

Print Names ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ Phone ____________________________________ 

 2010 
PLEDGE 

CARD  

VESTRY REPORT (continued) 

Sanctuary  
There are various maintenance issues con-

cerning the interior of the sanctuary. The 

Vestry received a presentation from interior 

designer Leslie Lewis on redecorating the 

sanctuary. Work will be completed before 

next summer in anticipation of our 175th 

anniversary in 2011. Plans include  

¶ Replacing the carpeting 

¶ Painting the chancel 
¶ Protecting the stained-glass windows 

not currently covered with storm win-

dows 

¶ Building a ramp up to the chancel area  

¶ Cleaning the ceiling 
¶ And other work with the lighting and 

sound systems 
Estimated cost will be $30K. Much of the 

work can be done by ourselves and we will 

need your help moving, cleaning, and paint-

ing as we restore our sanctuary. 

 

Next Meeting and An Invitation  
The next Vestry meeting is Monday, November 

2 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the Diocesan Conven-

tion and the Vestry Retreat at Southeast. The 

next business meeting is Monday, November 

16, at 6:30 p.m. 

 
All Vestry meetings, by the way, are open to 

members of the Parish. If you come, what 

you will see is a hard-working, collegial 

group of dedicated Christians seeking to 

discern the best way forward for St. Paulõs.  

Sunday  

Schedule  

Changes  

 

November 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Not only will we òfall backó one 

hour that night, we will be 

changing to our winter schedule: 

 

Breakfast 9:45 

Formation for All 10:10 

Holy Eucharist 11:00 

 

So enjoy the extra sleep,  

and come to church rested  

and ready to worship! 
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The fourth trip to the Recycling 

Center netted $110.14 

Cans brought  $55.08 

Aluminum  68.64 

 
The Fifth trip to the center in New Albany 

brought   in aluminum canséé   41.50 

For a year-to-date total of        $477.36 

 
We still have a bunch of aluminum window frames 

from the Jeff High School renovation and a few 

screen frames and aluminum  storm windows that 

will go on next load. Keep up the good work and 

please bring in your old lawn chairs to go to ISA 

Recycle. 
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Burdened by TOO MUCH CHRISTMAS STUFF? 
Donate Some to 

St. Paulõs Holiday Bazaar 

November 14 
Setup Morning of November 13 

We are seeking: 

¶ Good Condition Christmas Decorations 

¶ Vintage Christmas Items of all sorts 

¶ Other small gift-items  

(costume jewelry, decorative items, etc.) 

LIKE TO BAKE? 
Weõre having a Bake Sale, too! 

This Event Will Raise Funds  

to Replace Christmas Decorations Lost in the Flood  

& To Support Christmas  

Outreach Projects 

 

 

Tell Your 

Friends  

 

St. Paulõs Holiday 

Bazaar 

 

Saturday,  

November 14 

8 amñ2 pm 

 
Flyers available in 

the Parish Hall 

 

 

 

 

Welcome 
Patti Simmonds 

and her dance students 
 

Sunday, November 15 

Recycling Update 2009 Paul Fisher Books for the River Ministry 

 

We owe a big thanks 

to Paul & Mary Sue Fisher 

and Jim & Bev Loveless 

and everyone who worked 

with Books for the River Ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It will be missed. 



Iõve just heard that an old 

friend died today, a few weeks 

after his diagnosis of Hodgkins 

lymphoma, and I find myself 

too full of grief to write on 

the topic I had originally 

thought of. Just at this mo-

ment I find myself so grateful 

for the encouragement our 

church now gives to pray for 

the dead. What an amazing 

blessing it is to know that 

however hard the work is to 

let loved ones go, we have a 

channel of communication and 

intimacy still open to us! We 

can still express our love for 

the one who has gone from us 

through and in Christ. In the 

body of Christ, we are still 

united, and love can go on 

flowing back and forth, carried 

along on the currents of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 
Anglicans have not always 

enjoyed this freedom to pray 

for the dead. At the reforma-

tion the practice was stripped 

from the churchõs worship. 

This was partly a reaction to 

the superstitious abuses asso-

ciated with the medieval doc-

trine of Purgatory. Purgatory 

was conceived of as the place 

in which the dead supposedly 

served out the sentence for 

sins still outstandingña sen-

tence that prayers, indul-

gences and Masses for the 

dead were thought to shorten. 

Reformers rejected this idea 

in part because some held 

rigid beliefs about predestina-

tionñthe idea that God had 

decreed in advance our fate in 

the life to come, a fate that no 

amount of prayers could pos-

sibly influence.  

 
I remember being touched by 

a passage from the diaries of 

the great Victorian Evangelical 

social reformer, the Earl of 

Shaftesbury, writing after his  

wifeõs funeral, that from this 

day forward, to his utmost 

sorrow, he could never pray 

for her again. This was the 

prevailing spirituality. The 

dead were beyond the reach 

of prayer.  

 
The practice of praying for the 

dead was not revived on a 

large scale until the mid-19th 

century when the Tractarian 

movement rejuvenated Angli-

can theology and worship by 

tapping the rich sacramental 

and mystical traditions of the 

early church. For the first 

time in centuries, Anglicans 

were exposed to a new teach-

ing on the nature of life after 

death. The theory that people 

are prepared for heaven by 

being first separated from the 

risen Christ in a place of suf-

fering is absurd. The only 

means through which we can 

possibly be transformed after 

our death is through a Christ 

who continues to hold us in 

his heart. Only in the heart of 

Christñwhere we have dwelt 

since baptismñcan the de-

parted continue to be changed 

into his image-from one de-

gree of glory to another.  

 
We do not pray for the dead 

because they arenõt (yet) 

united to Christ. We pray for 

them to support them in their 

unfolding transformation. 

(God knows how radical is 

the change we will all need to 

undergo after death to be 

whole and true and free!)  

 
The great impetus that made 

prayer for the dead much 

more commonly accepted, at 

least by Anglicans in England, 

was the horrific slaughter of 

World War I. The tidal waves 

of grief that engulfed the 

population from the massive 

death toll washed away a lot 

of the resistance to prayers 

for the dead. Eventually, when 

it came time to produce new 

prayer books such as our cur-

rent Episcopal Book of Com-

mon Prayer, the practice of 

praying for the dead had been 

sufficiently normalized to allow 

for such prayers to be included 

in funeral services and in the 

Eucharist.  

 
I say normalized, but praying 

for the dead can have radical 

implications. Jesus told us to 

pray for our enemies. That 

must apply to praying for the 

dead. Once we start being 

radically inclusive, praying not 

only for our ôloved onesõ but 

for strangers, for suicide 

bombers, for the criminals we 

execute and their victims, for 

anyone and everyone, we open 

ourselves to a controversial 

and radical spirituality of inclu-

sive hope. Prayer for all the 

departed implies the possibility 

that those who die with the 

hardest of hearts can be 

melted in Godõs presence with 

the help of the warmth of our 

faith, and those who die utterly 

broken and abject might be 

made whole in heaven with the 

help of even our tentative and 

wavering prayers of compas-

sion.  

 
Prayer for all the dead is a 

radical act. It even has political 

implications. In the great na-

tional service of thanksgiving in 

St Paulõs Cathedral after the 

Falklands War, Archbishop 

Robert Runcie took the gospel 

risk of including prayers for 

the fallen the Argentinean sol-

diers killed by British troops. 

Prime Minister Margaret 

Thatcher was beside herself 

with fury, and never forgave 

him for it.  

 
Martin L. Smith is a well-known spiritual writer 

and priest. He is on the staff of the United 

States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Re-

printed from Washington Window Vol. 73, 

No. 8, July/August 2005  

The faithful departed, and we who remain Fr. Martin L. Smith 
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Did You Know?  

 

The Episcopal 

Church  

teaches and expects 

the biblical  

standard of the  

Tithe? 

 

All things come of  
thee, O Lord,  

and of  thine own 
have we given thee. 

 
Please be mindful and 

prayerful as you fill out your 

2010 Pledge Card, available 

in church  

or on page 6 

 

due November 8 

 

 

 

Funeral 

Planning 

Guides  

 

will be available soon 

in the Church Office 

 



 St. Paulõs Episcopal Church 

Trusting 
Conscientious 
Prayerful 

Inspiring  

Motivating 

Faith-filled 
Nurturing  

Visionary  

Intuitive  
Compassionate  

Persevering  
Responsible 

Resourceful  
Organized  

Sensitive  
Comforting 
RELATIONAL 

Challenging 

Merciful 
HUMBLE  

Optimistic  
Giving 
Adaptable  
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What Adjective Describes You the Best?  Homework from Fr. Steve 

Hopefully, all of the adjectives on the right  

apply to your life in varying degrees. But 

there are 2 or 3 which best describe you.  

 
Look at the list. Pick out five adjectives 

that you believe describe you. Then think 

about where in your life you most reflect 

that adjective.  

 
For example, if you choose ñnurturing,ò 

does that come with images of taking care 

of your children? Or taking are of aging 

loved ones?  Maybe it means nurturing 

orchids or working in your garden. Or 

maybe itôs working lovingly to create the 

perfect tomato sauce or salsa.  

 
So pick five adjectives and then think 

about where in your life you most reflect 

that adjective.  

 

1. _______________________________ 

2. _______________________________ 

3. _______________________________ 

4. _______________________________ 

5. _______________________________ 

 
Now circle the 2 or 2 that are the highest 

priority for you at this stage in your life. 

Which ones describe you best? Which 

ones are goals that you want to work on?  

 

Me Today: 

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

 

 

Goals for Tomorrow: 

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

 

In November, there will be sheets in the 

parish hall with each adjective listed. 

Please sign your name under the adjectives 

that best describe you today and the adjec-

tives which reflect your goals for tomor-

row.  

 

This homework is due November 22. Adapted from materials from The United Methodist Church of 

the Resurrection, www.cor.org 

One key membership expectation at St. 
Paulõs is that each member will give 
time and energy in service to others. 
However, it can be hard to decide 
where and how we will serve. There are 
so many good and important ministries. 
There are many ministries yet to be 
born. But not even the most dedicated 
Christian can respond to all of the calls 
that cross our path. The question is, 
how shall we choose? 
 
The first step is self-knowledge. Com-
plete this exercise thoughtfully and 
prayerfully. Be realistic about who you 
are. Be hopeful and imaginative about 
who you want to become. But in all 
cases trust the Holy Spirit to guide you. 
Spend at least fifteen minutes on this 
exercise. Maybe even spend a couple of 
weeks.  
 
Once you have your answers, bring 
them to the parish hall and sign up un-
der the adjectives that you have chosen.  
 
The work you do here will help us dis-
cover the right ministry team for you.  
 
This assignment, by the way, is for eve-
rybody. You may have to help your 
younger family members, but itõs im-
portant even for kids to understand 
who they are. It will help them make 
the choices they have to make as they 
grow up.  
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In the Midst of Life We Are in Deathé Prayers about Mortality and for our Departed

As the seasons change, our thoughts naturally 

turn to our mortality and to our departed loved 

ones. Rather than deny this reality common to 

all of Godõs creatures, we should pray to God 

to help us develop a deeper understanding and 

appreciation of this most sacred mystery. 

 

O Lord, 

support us all the day long 

until the shadows lengthen 

and the evening comes 

and the busy world is hushed, 

and the fever of life is over, 

and our work is done. 

Then, in your mercy, 

grant us a safe lodging, 

and a holy rest, 

and peace at the last.   

 John Henry Newman 

 

Gracious God, 

your mercies are beyond number. 

Lead us, by your Spirit, 

in holiness and righteousness, 

in confidence of a living faith, 

and in the strength of a sure hope, 

that we may live in favor with you, 

and in perfect love with all; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Father of all, we pray to you for those we 

love, but see no longer: Grant them your 

peace; let light perpetual shine upon them; 

and, in your loving wisdom and almighty 

power, work in them the good purpose of 

your perfect will; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. Book of Common Prayer 

 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we 

commend your servant N. Acknowledge, we 

humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own 

fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of 

your own redeeming. Receive him into the 

arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest 

of everlasting peace, and into the glorious 

company of the saints in light. Amen. 

 Book of Common Prayer 

Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your 

saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, 

neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

 
You only are immortal, the creator and maker of 

humankind; and we are mortal, formed of the earth, 

and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain 

when you created me, saying, òYou are dust, and to 

dust you shall return.ó All of us go down to the 

dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alle-

luia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your 

saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, 

neither sighing, but life everlasting.  

 Kontakion, Eastern Orthodox tradition 

 

Lord of eternity, 

whose power is infinite, 

whose days are without number 
and whose mercy is beyond our fathoming: 

keep our faces turned always toward you, 

so that, each day, we remember 

that life is your gift, and the hour of death unknown. 

And when finally we meet you face to face, 

transform us in the fire of your love, 

and receive us into your eternal kingdom.  
 Angela Ashwin

The Gabriel is published monthly by St. Paulõs Episco-

pal Church, Jeffersonville, Indiana. For more frequent 

updates, go to www.stpaulsjeff.org 

 

Fr. Steve Benner, Editor   stpaulsjeff@sbglobal.net 

Pat Capshaw, Assistant Editor 

 
Articles may be submitted to the Editor for consid-
eration at the Church Office or at the email address 

listed above.  

Evensong at Christ Church Cathedral, Louisville 

Evensong is an ancient tradition, sung daily throughout the world to mark 

the end of the workday.  Christ Church Cathedral, 421 S Second St,  Lou-

isville, offers monthly  Evensong every 2nd  Sunday at 5:00 pm.  Donõt miss 

out on this opportunity to connect 

with our Anglican heritage. November 8:   

Robert Lee, organ, St. Francis in the Fields 

Episcopal Church 

 

Laura Lee Duckworth, soprano, St. Francis 

of Assisi Catholic Church 

 

Evensong: Cathedral Choir singing Ameri-

can music 

 

Phos Hilaron-Walker  

Responses-Lehman  

Canticles-Hogan  

Sing me to Heaven-Gawthrop 

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord; 

And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

May their souls, and the souls of all the departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Bring us, O Lord, 

at our last awakening  

into the house and gate  
of heaven, 

to enter that gate  
and dwell in that house, 

where there shall be  

no darkness nor dazzling, 
but one equal light; 

no noise nor silence, 
but one equal music; 

no fears nor hopes, 
but one equal possession; 

no ends nor beginnings, 
but one equal eternity; 

in the habitations of thy glory 

and dominion,  

world without end.          

 John Donne (1572-1631) 

 

 
For more prayers for the de-

parted, see The Book of Common 

Prayer, pages 462-507. If your 

prayers bring up concerns of any 

sort, please donõt hesitate to 

speak with Fr. Steve.  



The Rev. Steve Benner, Rector 
321 E Market St 

Jeffersonville  IN 47130 
 
Phone: 812-282-1108 

Fax: 812-282-2101 
E-mail: stpaulsjeff@sbcglobal.net 
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Caption describing picture or 
graphic.  

�:�H�·�U�H���R�Q���W�K�H���:�H�E 
www.stpaulsjeff.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christ in Majesty 

Unknown Artist 

German, Hildesheim, about 1170õs  

Tempera colors, gold leaf, silver,  

and ink on parchment 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Jeffersonville, IN 
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Change Service  

Requested 

St. Paulõs  

Episcopal Church  

Sunday  

Schedule 

Changes  

starting November 1 

 

Breakfast 9:45 

Formation 10:10 

Eucharist 11:00 


