
 

If the media are to be believed, 

this picture from the Courier-

Journal tells the whole story of 

whatõs been going on at St. Paulõs 

for the past two months.  

 
Itõs certainly one way to view our 

current situation. Iõve fielded a 

number of media requests for 

interviews and have granted most 

of them, especially when they 

were willing to talk about the 

broader picture of what weõre up 

to at St. Paulõs. For we are more 

than just the church which hasnõt 

had its fish fry for the third 

month running. We are much 

more. And we all know that in 

the depths of our hearts.  

 
And we need to tell that to our 

neighbors here in Jeffersonville 

and the entire Metro area. We 

are much more than what this 

picture shows us to be.  

 
Mel Porter created this sign last 

month after several people 

stopped him from his lawn mow-

ing to ask about the Fish Fry.  He 

took what he had in the back of 

his truck and created a tempo-

rary sign which addressed the 

temporary situation of our parish.  

 
But look in the background. 

What do you see?  

 
You see a church edifice 

still standing after many 

floods and a fire. Itõs still 

there. And more impor-

tantly, weõre still here. 

 
We are alive and well 

and we need to shout 

that from the rooftops. We 

are alive and well and 

thriving and we canõt wait 

for you to come join us!  

 
Yes, the Fish Fry has been sus-

pended for three months now. 

Yes, we have some bills to pay 

after the flood.  

 
But you know what? We also 

have about half of our Sunday 

congregation coming for 

breakfast each week and shar-

ing in fellowship and holy con-

versation with God and with 

each other.  

 
We have former friends and 

family who are coming back to 

see whatõs going on. And 

theyõre coming back again and 

again. Thatõs exciting news. 

 
We have people noticing all of 

the work done on the outside 

of the church. Theyõre noticing 

the sign which changes every 

week, the new landscaping, the 

doors being propped a couple 

of times a day during services. 

Somethingõs going on there, 

they say, and some of them are 

joining us, either for an hour 

or maybe for a lifetime.  

From the Heart of the Rector  Fr. Steve Benner 
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Our Weekly Schedule: 

Sunday: 

Common Breakfast       9:00 

Formation for All          9:30 

Youth Group-biweekly  9:30 

Holy Eucharist  ǆ       10:30 

 

Monday: 

Rectorõs Sabbath 

 

Tuesday: 

Morning Prayer           9:00 

Bible Study 10:00 

Holy Eucharist           12:05 

 

Wednesday: 

Morning Prayer           9:00 

Holy Eucharist ǆ        6:00 

Choir Practice ǆ        6:30 

Wise Owl Book Club  6:30 

 

Thursday: 

Morning Prayer           9:00 

 

Friday: 

Holy Eucharist  7:00 

Breakfast Club            7:45 

Morning Prayer           9:00 

 

Saturday: 

Holy Eucharist ǆ         5:30 

Fellowship                   6:15 

  
Check the enclosed calendar 

for variations and additional 

events. Services marked with 

ǆ include music. 

 

BIG EVENTS: 

10/4 

World Communion Sunday 

Animal Blessing Service 

 

10/23-24 

Vestry Retreat 

 

10/25-31 
Rector on Retreat & 

Diocesan Convention 

And so this picture only tells a 

small part of the story.  

 
Your Vestry and I have had to 

make some challenging decisions 

so early on in my tenure, but I am 

excited about the direction weõre 

headed. And I think you are too.  

 
It may seem new. It may seem 

risky, but I think thatõs a lot of 

what Jesus calls us to be. We are 

always to be new, always to take 

chances, for he didnõt come to 

create an institution and edifices. 

Jesus came to save us from our-

selves and from the things which 

keep from coming closer to God. 

 
So take an inventory of your life 

and the life of your parish. Are 

you growing? Are we growing?  

 
Like any garden, we need to in-

vest in seed, tools, soil, and fertil-

izer before we see the fruits of 

our labor. We need to wait pa-

tiently, offer prayers to God, and 

continue waiting. But the seed 

will sprout and itõs only a matter 

of time before the harvest comes.  

 
Trust that the Vestry and I, as 

your elected gardeners, will be 

making decisions to foster the 

best kind of growth possible.  

 

May God bless us all. 

 

Steve+ 



Rectorõs Discretionary Fund 

ioners at any time. Times are 

tough for all of us and thereõs no 

shame in asking for some assis-

tance to make ends meet.  

 

Our new food pantry is also open 

to parishioners as well as others. 

If youõd like to receive help from 

the pantry anonymously, just call 

Fr. Steve and let him know.  
 

Together we can get through 

these challenging times.  

We take a collection every 2nd 

Sunday of the month for the Rec-

torõs Discretionary Fund (RDF). The 

name is confusing because it is not 

to fund the rectorõs book purchases 

and the like. Rather the RDF is 

there so that the Rector can pro-

vide assistance at his discretion 

without involving the vestry or other 

parish leaders.  
 

It is an anonymous service. Only the 

Rector knows who has received 

help from the RDF. While requests 

from non-members are certainly 

welcomed and are often met, the 

fund is also available to parish-

What are your passions? 

What talents can you share 

with your friends & family  

at St. Paulõs? 
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Like to Read? 

 

Wise Owl  
Book Club  
Wednesdays  
6:30 ɀ7:45 

to discuss books, 
theology, scripture, and 
our relationship with 

God 
 

led by Steve Fleece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

is on break  

in October 

Thank You  

for Your Continued Support 

 

Please check our website  

for further updates 

Parish Census 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It is the Rectorõs responsibility to assure that the records of the 

Parish are in good order. To help us in this endeavor, we are com-

pleting a parish census.   

 
IF YOU HAVE NOT YET FILLED OUT A FORM, PLEASE 

FILL OUT PAGES 7 -8 and return it to the church as soon 

as possible.  

 
If we do not hear from you by October 15, we will call you for an 

interview.  Please complete one form for each member of your 

household. If you need additional forms, please call the Church 

Office at 282-1108. Thanks. 

 
 

 

Two locations: 

North Chapel 

(main location) 

2515 Veterans Parkway 

 

Main Street Chapel 

921 Main Street 

Jeffersonville, Indiana  47130 

www.scottfuneralhome.com 

 

 

 

 
812 E Tenth St 

Jeffersonville IN 47130 

www.stemler-plumbing.com 
(812) 283-3108 

 

This day, Lord,  

may I dream your dreams; 

this day, Lord,  

may I reflect your love; 

this day, Lord,  

may I do your work; 

this day, Lord,  

may I taste your peace. 

 - Angela Ashwin 

Join  
The  

Journey  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturdays 5:30 
45 minutes, joyful music,  

welcome table  
 

Vestry Meetings are Open to All 



From the Senior Warden    John Grimm 

And so, on to another season 

éé. 

 

How can it be that the summer 

has passed, with both its celebra-

tions and devastation still very 

fresh in our minds?   Yet, it has ð 

and we find ourselves in the 

midst of another change of sea-

sons, as well as a myriad of other 

changes in our parish life. 

 

I believe that we have called a 

committed and caring new Rec-

tor to St. Paulõs.  We have often 

said that òwhat this parish needs 

is someone who will hit the 

streets every day, with his or her 

sole objective being the growth of 

St. Paulõs ministry in the commu-

nity.ó   Fr. Steve has certainly hit 

the road running, with many 

more worship and study opportu-

nities than we have had in some 

time.  I hope that you are taking 

advantage of some of them.   

 

He has also found himself 

squarely in the middle of a huge 

mess after the August 4 flood, 

both literally and figuratively.   He 

has made sure that our plight is 

well known in the community and 

by the Diocese, which has 

pledged its support.   He has also 

formed a task force to help make 

the difficult decisions about the 

continuation of the Fish Fry in 

some format, with the groupõs 

recommendations to be pre-

sented to the Vestry.  A great 

deal hinges on our decisions 

about the fish fry ð whether to 

(or not to) purchase commercial 

appliances and shelving used ex-

clusively for the fish fry, for ex-

ample,  will depend on how we 

foresee the future.  

 

We will have bids from KM  

Stemler, our general contractor, 

on the options for preventing a 

recurrence of the òfloodó ð billed 

as a òonce in a hundred yearsó 

event that has now happened to 

us twice in three years! ð at the 

next Vestry meeting.  

They include the pouring of a 

retaining wall around the steps 

to the parish hall basement that 

will prevent the backflow of 

water into the current door-

way.   

 

I know as well as anyone how 

sacred this building and its pres-

ervation are to each of you.  

We now have a completely new 

high-efficiency HVAC system 

that will serve us for many 

years to come.  We are utilizing 

the building on a daily basis 

rather than two or three times 

a week, and our energy costs 

may rise as a result (though the 

higher efficiency may offset the 

increased usage).     

 

The changes in our landscaping 

and outside lighting are clearly 

evident, and hopefully show the 

community that things are hap-

pening here, and convey that all 

are welcome. 

 

You will remember that one of 

the main goals of the search 

process was growth.  Growth 

always requires that we make 

and accept changes in the way 

things have been done if it is to 

succeed, and in our case the 

stress of those changes has 

been greatly exacerbated by the 

complications from the flood. 

 

I would ask you to step back 

and remember to breathe ð 

there is a time for everything.  

No one created the majority of 

the important issues before us, 

and no one person has the 

magic answer to all of them.  

We each have our own, some-

times differing, opinions on how 

and why things should be done 

a certain way.  Try to see the 

issue from both sides, and keep 

the lines of communication 

open.   

 

Your thoughts should be shared 

with a Vestryperson for consid-

eration and action.   While we 

want to please as many as 

possible, the decisions of 

your elected Vestry for the 

good of the parish will be 

final, and I am sure we will 

all rally behind them as we 

continue to explore and 

embrace Godõs plan for us. 

 

Peace, 

John Grimm  
Senior Warden 
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Thank You  
 
Our parish owes a very 
large ñthank youò to Cheryl 
and Barry Bundrant for 
their work on the new land-
scaping at St. Paulôs. They 
were not only instrumental 
in getting this project com-
pleted but they also have 
been on site to water the 
new plantings and do 
some restoration work after 
the flood. The exterior of 
St. Paulôs now has a more 
pleasing eye appeal thanks 
to their efforts. 

 

Bart and Jack Fisher are building our new òbridge,ó 

the ramp between the sanctuary and the rectory. 

After 35 yearsõ service, the old bridge had begun to 

fail. This new bridge includes a ramp so that there will 

A New Bridge  
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2009 Flood  

Recovery 
The bills for the August 4 

Flood are just beginning to roll 

in and we are still working with 

the insurance company on our 

claim.  

 
We estimate the total damages 

to be more than $140,000 and 

insurance only covers part of 

that cost. We also are planning 

on spending $25,000 to restruc-

ture the back entrance to the 

parish hall basement, regrade 

the landscaping, and build a 

new flood wall.  

 
We also have several mainte-

nance and accessibility issues to 

address in the sanctuary and 

we will be combining them into 

a single loan request from the 

Diocese.  

 

Several individuals  

and organizations have been generous in response to the flood,  

but WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT  
  
In addition to our normal operating expenses, we will have to pay off the loan to 

cover the expenses related to the flood and other maintenance issues. Below is 

a form for a one-time donation to the flood recovery fund. And on the next 

page is a pledge card which will also be distributed at services throughout Octo-

ber. Please reflect on how you can help us grow and return the card by  

November 8. 

2009 Flood Recovery and Restoration 

 
I would like to make the following contribution 

to assist with the recovery and restoration of St. 

Paulõs Church after the August 4 flood.  

 

$ ____________  

 

My check will be sent on _______________ (date) 

 

Name _________________________ 

Address _______________________ 

Phone _________________________ 

 

May we include your name on a list of donors? �w���<�H�V���������w���1�R Photos courtesy of the Courier Journal  

Fr. Steve showing how the water rose just 

18ó from the main floor. 

The boarded-up basement entrance 

Our new air-conditioners, all high-

efficiency, but also the visible sign of a 

$30,000+ bill for HVAC. 

Fr. Steve showing the line where the water finally came to 

a rest. The ceiling tiles need to be replaced and the floor 

restored.  

New Parish Hall furnaces, identical to ones we replaced just 

three years ago after the last flood.  


