
 

more about this vital effort 

in our parish. 

 
Iõve written an article detail-

ing our plans for formation 

elsewhere in the Gabriel. 

Please read it and join us for 

one or all of the opportuni-

ties to dig a little deeper in 

your relationship to Jesus. 

 

Homecoming  

 
Sunday, September 13 is 

designated Homecoming 

Sunday. Our formation pro-

gram will kick off and we will 

participate in the Louisville 

AIDS Walk that afternoon. 

Repairs should be well un-

derway and maybe even 

completed. Like with all 

Homecoming Celebrations, 

we will welcome back alumni 

of Saint Paulõs to visit with 

old friends and make some 

new ones. Youõll be sur-

prised at all thatõs going on.  

 
Finally, know that each and 

every one of you is in my 

prayers daily. God is doing a 

wondrous thing here. All we 

have to do is learn from our 

children to respond with 

awe and wonder at all that 

God does for us.  

               Steve+ 

We have a lot to learn from 

our children. Even in the 

midst of all of the chaos and 

disruption earlier this month, 

our children led the way in 

showing resiliency, awe, 

wonder, and a return to joy-

fulness in the face of loss. 

 
No oneõs going to deny that 

August has been a tough 

month for Saint Paulõs, with 

our second hundred-year 

flood in under three years. 

Our church basement is now 

cleaned, weõre working on 

getting the AC and furnaces 

replaced, and weõre looking 

at measures to abate future 

flooding.  

 
I want to commend our Ves-

try and especially our Senior 

Warden John Grimm for 

their leadership at this time. 

You have elected a wise 

group of leaders who have 

some difficult decisions 

ahead of them, but they are 

also upbeat and energized 

about our future. 

 
We had a good airing of dif-

fering views on August 16 

and the Vestry and I are 

hearing  your concerns. Feel 

free to call me to set up a 

time to continue the conver-

sation. 

 
To give us some time and 

space to search deeper in 

our hearts and to pray about 

it, the Vestry has decided to 

suspend the Fish Fry through 

October. By then, we should 

have a clearer idea of the 

impact of Augustõs flood. 

Meanwhile, other great ideas 

for fundraising and steward-

ship campaigns are coming 

forward and I would ask you 

to support them.  

 
As with every change, this is 

a time of new possibilities, a 

time to move on, a time to 

celebrate all of the wonder-

ful things that God has done 

and is doing and will do here 

at Market and Walnut 

Streets. 

 
Looking Ahead: Create 

Some Time and Space to 

Encounter God  

 
We are also making a signifi-

cant commitment to growing 

as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Please read the enclosed 

Charter for Lifelong Forma-

tion which the Vestry 

adopted as our Mission at 

our last meeting. The con-

versations we are about to 

have in our Formation pro-

gram will be holy conversa-

tions, where we will discern 

in common Godõs direction 

for us.  

 
Please join us for an Open 

House, Sunday, August 30, 

from 9:30 ð 12:30 (with wor-

ship at 10:30) to find out 

From the Heart of the Rector  Fr. Steve Benner 
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Our Weekly Schedule: 

Sunday: 

Common Breakfast       9:00 

Formation for All          9:30 

Youth Group-biweekly  9:30 
Holy Eucharist  ǆ         

10:30 

 

Monday: 

Rectorõs Sabbath 

 

Tuesday: 

Morning Prayer             9:00 

Holy Eucharist             12:05 

Bible Study                   3:00 

 

Wednesday: 

Morning Prayer 9:00 

Holy Eucharist ǆ 6:00 

Choir Practice ǆ 6:30 

Wise Owl Book Club 6:30 

 

Thursday: 

Morning Prayer 9:00 

 

Friday: 

Holy Eucharist 7:00 

Breakfast Club 7:45 

Morning Prayer 9:00 

 

Saturday: 

Holy Eucharist ǆ 5:30 

Fellowship 6:15 

  
Check the enclosed calendar 

for variations and additional 

events. Services marked with 

ǆ include music. 

 

BIG EVENTS: 

8/31 

New schedule takes effect 

 

9/5 

First Saturday Service 

 

9/13    

HOMECOMING SUNDAY 



KNITTED THOUGHT FOR THE 

MONTH 

òTis a gift to be simple,  

ôtis a gift to be free 

ôtis a gift to come down  

where we ought to be.ó 

 

  The Prayer Shawl Ministry 

was organized nationally in 

1998  by Janet Bristow and 
Victoria A. Cole-Galo. It is a 

prayerful ministry and spiritual 

practice which reaches out to 

those in need of comfort and 

solace, as well as in celebration 

and joy. Many blessings are 

prayed into every shawl. 

   Whether they are called 

Prayer Shawls, Comfort Shawls, 

Peace Shawls or Mantles, etc., 

the shawl maker begins with 

prayers and blessings for the 

recipient. The intentions are 

continued throughout the crea-

tion of the shawl. Upon com-

pletion, a final blessing is of-

fered before the shawl is sent 
on its way. Some recipients 

have continued the kindness by 

making a shawl and passing it 

on to someone in need. Thus, 

the blessing ripples from per-

son-to-person, with both the 

giver and receiver feeling the 

unconditional embrace of a 

sheltering, mothering God!ó 

   Contact Phyllis for more 

information about this great 

way to use your crafting crea-

tivity.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry     shawlministry.com                             Phyllis Nelson 

Crafting Can Change Lives 

Support the John Craine House with your Creativity 

Indianapolis to support the 

Craine House ministry.  

 We are asked to provide  

donations and every kind of 

homemade items for their 

Holiday Boutique:  knitted, 

crocheted, stitched, quilted 

items, jewelry, artwork, sta-

tionary/note cards, jams, 

jellies, candies, baked 
goodséand the list goes on. 

Please contact Phyllis Nelson 

  Besides being a good way to 

spend time, crafting can help 

change lives and be a prayerful 

discipline to embrace.  

  Craine House is a program of 

the Diocese of Indianapolis 

serving as an alternative sen-

tencing placement for non vio-

lent female offenders and their 

pre-school age children. They 
are helped to get jobs, pay 

rent, care for their children , 

obtain a GED if needed, etc.  

  We have been invited to 

share our talents to help with 

this worthy outreach program.           

  A December fund raiser has 

been organized by St. Paulõs in 

What are your 

passions? What 

talents can you 

share with your 

friends & family at 

St. Paulõs? 
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Like to Read? 

 

Need something 
to do while the 

choir rehearses? 
Wise Owls Come 
to the Rectory 

Wednesdays 6:30 ɀ
7:45 

to discuss books, 
theology, scripture, 
and our relationship 

with God 
 

led by Steve Fleece 

Get Ready for Sunday:  
Study the Readings in 

Advance 
Tuesdays at 3 in the 

Rectory 

The Gabriel is published monthly by St. Paulõs Episco-

pal Church, Jeffersonville, Indiana. For more fre-

quent updates, go to www.stpaulsjeff.org 

 

Fr. Steve Benner, Editor   stpaulsjeff@sbglobal.net 

Pat Capshaw, Assistant Editor 

 
Articles may be submitted to the Editor for consid-

eration at the Church Office or at the email address 

listed above.  

FOOD PANTRY  

The shelves are almost bare and 

we need your help to restock the 

food pantry.   

Suggested Items: 

August 30: Smoked / Polish Sausage 

September 6: Crackers & Chunky Soup 

September 13: Pasta & Sauce 

September 20: Canned Meat / Tuna 

September 27: Cereal 

 



From the Senior Warden        John Grimm 
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JULY IS NORMALLY A 

PRETTY SLOW MONTH 

around Market and Walnut.  

The Fish Fry takes a much-

deserved break, attendance is 

usually pretty low, and even 

the Vestry has been known to 

cruise through the month 

without a òformaló meeting.  

We were sort of looking for-

ward to that after a busy 

Spring spent planning for the 

arrival of Fr. Benner, the 

Bishopõs Visitation, the Cele-

bration of New Ministry and 

Reception, the completion of 

Phase I of the landscaping pro-

ject, refurbishing the Rectorõs 

office, Mel and Paulõs base-

ment window project, a sewer 

backup in the basement during 

a big rainstorm in June (and 

again just last week!), etc. 

 
NOT THIS YEAR!   Father 

Steve has kept us in high gear 

with the development of the 

Christian Formation programs 

(more elsewhere in this news-

letter), a marathon  July Ves-

try meeting where much was 

discussed and accomplished, 

hiring of a new Sexton, new 

daily services, purchase of a 

new copy machine, renovation 

of the outside sign (come by 

and see it ð it looks great!), 

cleaning and reorganization of 

the Sacristy (thanks, Ann!),  

reports on the National Conven-

tion, and much more.  We now 

have signed contracts with both 

the Sexton and the Parish Admin-

istrator (Pat Capshaw), both long 

overdue.  We also participated in 

the Ecumenical Vacation Bible 

School sponsored by the down-

town churches that brought ap-

proximately 60 children and 

young adults together.  There are 

also lots of new changes to our 

website:  www.stpaulsjeff.org.  

Check it out!  Father Steve is 

posting his weekly sermons, cal-

endar of events, and lots of other 

great information about the life of 

our parish family. 

 
AND THEREõS MORE TO 

COME:   
  We will have an òOpen Houseó 

on August 30  in preparation 

for  Homecoming and beginning 

of the Formation Classes on 

September 13.  (There is also a 

lot more about this exciting 

program elsewhere in the 

Gabriel). 
  So, exciting things are begin-

ning to happen under the dy-

namic and energetic leadership 

of Fr. Steve.  I would like to 

once again commend and thank 

Ron Grooms and the rest of 

the Search Committee for the 

time they took to make their 

decision (though we sometimes 

the search was never going 

to end!)ð it appears that it 

was well worth the wait to 

get someone of Fr. Steveõs 

caliber and enthusiasm. 

 

P.S.!  I finished this two 

days before the deadline ð 

and a day before the storm 

and resulting flood on Au-

gust 4. By now you know 

that we had eighteen inches 

more water than we had on 

September 27, 2006 ð the 

entire contents of the base-

ment were completely de-

stroyed. Our first thoughts 

are, òhow do we go about 

replacing everything?ó and, 

at the same time, òDo we 

need to replace every-

thing?ó   
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  This is (yet another) time for 

some difficult decisions about 

the future. Do we continue 

the fish fry and replace all of 

the commercial equipment 

(refrig-erator, freezer, ice 

machine, etc.)? Do we seize 

this opportunity to consider 

changes in the Sanctuary (new 

carpet, for example) while we 

have to be out of that space 

for awhile?  

   We have again retained the 

services of KM Stemler Com-

pany as general contractors 

and will be seeking your input 

as we prayerfully move for-

wardé. And I once again re-

peat the last paragraph of my 

original report:  Fr. Steve has 

been a true Godsend during 

this crisis! 

Think You're 
Ordinary? 

Think Again 

Youth Group 
every other Sunday 9-10:15 

Join the Pilgrimage  
(for ages 10-18) 

 

 

 

 
812 E Tenth St 

Jeffersonville IN 47130 

www.stemler-plumbing.com 
(812) 283-3108 

 

 

 

 

Sales Å Service 

New Construction 

 
Richard Stemler 

Vice-President 



On Sunday, September 13, 

2009, over 6,000 people will 

meet on the Belvedere in 

downtown Louisville to take a 

stand and make a statement.  

The Vestry and Fr. Steve have 

enthusiastically endorsed this 

project. Fr. Steve and several 

others will walk. 

  We invite you to walk and /or 

pledge support to fight the 

AIDS epidemic in our commu-

nity. Join in a fight against a 

disease that continues to im-

pact the lives of our friends, 

families and neighbors. Each of 

us can make a difference.  

  Celebrating its 17th year, the 

Louisville AIDS Walk is the 

largest annual HIV/AIDS fund-
raising and awareness event in 

Kentuckiana. The Louisville 

AIDS Walk provides funding 

for direct services to help im-

prove the lives of people living 

with HIV/AIDS in Louisville 

and Southern Indiana.   

  Each year, approximately 

56,000 new cases of HIV are 

reported in the United 

States. Currently, more than 

1.7 million people in the 

United States are living with 

HIV and AIDS. And more 

than half a million Ameri-
cans have lost their battle 

with AIDS since its discov-

ery in 1981.  

  This is St. Paulõs opportu-

nity to take a stand and 

make a statement. AIDS is 

not just a big city problem. 

Clark County has seen a 

147% increase in cases 

since 2000.  

  Join us and help 

make a difference our 

community.  

Join Us for the Louisville AIDS Walk   Michael York 

 St. Paulõs Episcopal Church 

A BIG THANKS IN ALL DIRECTIONS  

 
To the former Editor of the Gabriel - Wendy Walker 

who stepped in and served expertly above and beyond 

measure in this position for over two years. 

 

To Flood Clean-up - John Grimm, Mike Nelson, Mel 

Porter, P.K. & Mary Sue Fisher, and all who tirelessly 

worked any way  they were asked to serve. 

 

And to Fr. Steve - who has risen to the many challenges 

in such a short time of eight weeks.  - Pat Capshaw 
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282-1920 
 

Owned & Operated by The Boggs Family 

Since 1969 

Boggs Pest Control 

E. M. COOTSõ SONS 
FUNERAL HOME 

Five Generations of Service Since 1860 

120 West Maple Street 

Jeffersonville Å Indiana Å 47130 

(812) 282-1356  

45 minutes 

joyful music 

holy conversation 

welcome table 

Saturdays 5:30 

Support  

Our Advertisers 
& Thank Them 

for Their Support 



Our new Charter for Lifelong 

Christian Formation begins 

"We are committed to growth 

in the knowledge, service and 

love of God as followers of 

Christ." That pretty much sums 

up our life as Christians. Sep-

tember will bring several new 

opportunities to exercise your 

faith so that it can grow and 

flourish. 

 
Sundays will begin with a com-

munity breakfast and then int-

ergenerational Christian For-

mation. We will gather in the 

parish hall for a song and a 

short story and then we will 

reflect on that story in various 

ways (see below). Various 

spaces in the parish complex 

are being transformed for 

Christians of all ages to explore 

your faith. You have free 

choice each week as to how 
you wish to respond to the 

Spirit moving in your life. 

their unique selves, and an 

ability to be open to and re-

ceive God's love. 

  Our Formation Program will 

urge us to learn from our chil-

dren and it: 

¶ Takes seriously and joy-

fully children's capacities, 

deep needs, and spirits 

¶ Leads children into a 

deeper relationship with 

God 
 

  Our Christian Formation 

program is inspired by the 

work of Upper Room Minis-

tries and their Companions in 

Christ program. The program 

is an adaptation of The Way of 

the Child, expanded to include 

the entire congregation.  

  The Way of the Child recog-

nizes that children have an 
innate spirituality with a natural 

acceptance of mystery, an 

amazing capacity for awe, a vital 

imagination, a longing to be 

¶ Instills in children spiritual 

practices to form lifelong 

habits 

¶ Encourages children to 

respond to God in awe 

¶ Helps children embrace all 

of life, responding to 

God's call 

¶ Provides an experience of 

vital community FOR AL 

 

 

Create Some Time and Space to Encounter God: Formation  Fr. Steve 

The Way of the Child     - Fr. Steve 
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Adults:    

You may choose to: 
¶ be in a reflective discus-

sion group about the 

scripture 
¶ create art with the chil-

dren or in a special adult 

art area 
¶ read stories with the kids 

or read on your own 
¶ engage in meditative 

prayer in our prayer 

chapel 
¶ walk about the church in a 

figure-eight pattern and 

reflect 

¶ work on journaling 

¶ explore outreach ideas to 

expand our horizons 
¶ help prepare the sanctuary 

for worship 
¶ do anything else which 

helps you to encounter 

God and to respond to his 

Word.  
 

Youth ten and older:  

You will have their own gath-

ering every two weeks in the 

new youth room in the up-

stairs parlor of the rectory. 

Erik Fisher and Michele Bos 

will lead you in discussions and 

other activities. The other 

weeks you can join either the 

adult or the children's groups 

as you feel inspired. Check the 

calendar for the schedule. 

 
Weekdays will also see: 

1. a Tuesday Bible Study at 

3:00, led by Fr. Steve 

2. a Wednesday Wise Owls 

book group at 6:30, led by 

Steve Fleece 

3. a Friday breakfast group 

at 7:45 (at Wall Street 

Café).   

 

These groups will meet 

weekly, but check the calendar 

for any exceptions. 

Kids: 
You have many choices as 

well. Lisa Fisher, Dotty 

Grimm, and Joyce 

McCulloch will guide you as 

you explore your relation-

ship with God. You can 
¶ create art or color 

pictures in your own 

art room 
¶ read stories or have 

someone read with you 

¶ put together puzzles 

¶ pray quietly in your 

own prayer chapel 

¶ begin a journal 

¶ find out about how 

different people live 

around the world 
¶ learn more about Jesus 

through creativity and 

exploration 

Join the 

Journey 

Open House: August 30, 9:30 - 12:30 
 

HOMECOMING & FORMATION KICK -OFF 

September 13, 9:00 am  



We are committed to growth 

in the knowledge, service and love of God 

as followers of Christ 

and are informed by Scripture, Tradition, and Reason.  

 

Through Saint Paul's Church, God is INVITING all people: 

 
¶ To enter into a prayerful life of worship, continuous learning, intentional outreach, advocacy 

and  service. 

¶ To hear the Word of God through Scripture, to honor church teachings, and continually to 

 embrace the joy of Baptism and Eucharist, spreading the Good News of the risen Christ and 

 ministering to all. 

¶ To respond to the needs of our constantly changing communities, as Jesus calls us, in ways that 

 reflect our diversity and cultures as we seek, wonder and discover together. 

¶ To hear what the Spirit is saying to Godõs people, placing ourselves in the stories of our faith, 
 thereby empowering us to proclaim the Gospel message. 

 

Through Saint Paul's Church, God is INSPIRING all people: 

¶ To experience Anglican liturgy, which draws us closer to God, helps us discern Godõs will and 
 encourages us to share our faith journeys. 

¶ To study scripture mindful of the context of our societies and cultures, calling us to seek truth 

 anew while remaining fully present in the community of faith. 

¶ To develop new learning experiences, equipping disciples for life in a world of secular challenges 

 and carefully listening for the words of modern sages who embody the teachings of Christ. 

¶ To prepare for a sustainable future by calling the community to become guardians of Godõs  

 creation. 

 

Through Saint Paul's Church, God is TRANSFORMING all people: 

¶ By doing the work Jesus Christ calls us to do, living into the reality that we are all created in the 

 image of God, and carrying out Godõs work of reconciliation, love, forgiveness, healing, justice 

 and peace. 

¶ By striving to be a loving and witnessing community, which faithfully confronts the tensions in 

the  church and the world as we struggle to live Godõs will. 

¶ By seeking out diverse and expansive ways to empower prophetic action, evangelism, advocacy 

 and collaboration in our contemporary global context. 

¶ By holding all accountable to lift every voice in order to reconcile oppressed and oppressor to 

 the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Lifelong Christian formation in The Episcopal Church is a journey 

with Christ, in Christ, and to Christ.  

 
adapted from Resolution A082 of the 2009 General Convention 

 

Charter for Lifelong Christian Formation  
adopted as the Mission of St. Paulõs Church, July 20, 2009 
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Schedule Changes  

starting August 31  

 
Sunday mornings will begin 

at 9:00 with breakfast, fol-

lowed by Christian Forma-

tion at 9:30 and Eucharist at 

10:30. 

 
We ask you to help provide 

a light and healthy breakfast 

for all on Sundays. Call the 

Office for more details.  

 
Weekday Eucharists will be 

Tuesday at 12:05, Wednes-

day at 6:00 pm, and Friday at 

7:00 am. 

 
Morning Prayer will be said 

Tuesday-Friday at 9:00 am. 

But check the calendar; 

Thursdays in particular are 

the day designated for many 

diocesan meetings and the 

Rector will be away. 

 
Fr. Steve will now take his 

Sabbath on Mondays. 

 
A Saturday night Eucharist 

will start September 5 at 

5:30. This service will last no 

longer than 45 minutes, 

followed by a brief fellow-

ship time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

is on break  

for September  

and October 

Thank You  

for Your Continued Support 



It is the Rectorõs responsibility 

to assure that the records of 

the Parish are in good order.  

 
To help us in this endeavor, we 

have begun a parish census. 

Forms are available in the Par-

ish Hall and should be turned 

into the Office as soon as pos-

sible.  

 
We hope to have the census 

finished by the end of Septem-

ber.  

 
If you are not able to come to 
worship, please call the Office 

at 282-1108 and ask for the 

forms to be sent to you. Please 

complete one form for each 

member of your household.  

Thanks. 

As a parish, we believe that 

God welcomes all baptized 

people to his table. But the 

several steps leading up to the 

communion rail have become a 

barrier to several from being 

able to come forward.  

 
Therefore, the Vestry has 

agreed with a proposal by the 

Architectural Committee to 

move distribution of Commun-

ion to the lower rail (where 

the piano has been located). 

Kneelers will be in place, but 

you may also stand.  

 
Also, with nine services a week 

other than Sunday morning, we 

need a more intimate worship 

space. Accordingly, we will be 

removing the fixed choir pews 

in the area between the two 

rails. This will also allow some-

one in a wheelchair to serve at 

a free-standing altar in the 

space.  

 
On Sunday mornings we will 

continue to use the marble 

altar on most occasions. A 

movable free-standing table will 

be used for other services 

where the congregation is 

seated in the chancel.  This will 

allow a more flexible use of 

our worship space. It also will 

allow us to more readily host 

concerts and other events for 

the wider community.  

 

Parish Census 
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Making the Sanctuary Accessible 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Two locations: 

North Chapel 

(main location) 

2515 Veterans Parkway 

 

Main Street Chapel 

921 Main Street  

 

Jeffersonville, Indiana  47130 

www. scottfuneralhome.com 

(812) 283-8161 

Interested in advertising?  

The Gabriel is published monthly by the St. 
Paulõs Episcopal Church of Jeffersonville, 
Indiana.  Rates are per issue with a 10% dis-

count for a yearly subscription, payable in 
advance.  Send payments to: St. Paulõs Episco-
pal Church, Attn:  Pat Capshaw, 321 E. Mar-
ket Street, Jeffersonville, Indiana, 47130. 

Advertisements must be in electronic form 
or camera ready.  For details, please contact: 
us. 

Business Cards (members) $10.00 Business 
Cards (non-members), $15.00 
Full Page, $50.00 each month, $500.00 Full 

year 

Half Page , $30.00 each month, $300.00 Full 
year 

Quarter Page , $15.00 each month, $150.00 
Full year. 
Pre-printed inserts , $35.00 (up to 200 

pieces) 
Classified Ads , free to members.  Non-
members, $10.00, plus 10 cents per word in 
excess of 50 words ad. 

Please submit ads and newsletter articles 
according to the following schedule and mail 
to the above-listed address:   

Deadline :  2nd Monday of every Month.  
Issue & Mail Date:  25th day of every month. 
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August 4, 2009 Flood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Market and Walnut Streets, about 10:30, Tuesday, August 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The entrance to the basement  

steel doors broken in by force of water 

standing water was at 6+ feet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walnut Street and our new retaining wall, six inches under water 

The wreckage in the basement, including all of our appliances 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From the Parish Hall Doors; thoughtful neighbors tried to save some of 

the thousands of books lost in the flood 

What was lost?  
Water was over six feet deep in our basement and reached 

all the way to the front end of the church on Market Street. 

We also had water in 321, our office building.  

 
We lost seven furnaces, two water heaters, two washers 

and dryers, a commercial freezer, a commercial refrigera-

tor, and an ice-maker. We also lost about 2,000 books we 

had collected for mission work to the bargeworkers and for 

African seminaries. We also lost all of our fish fry supplies 

and most of our equipment. Finally, we also lost our nativity 

set and all of our Christmas decorations.  

 
We are still tallying the numbers, but we estimate the loss 

to be over $125,000. We are also working on plans to help 

prevent this in the future and this may well take us over the 

$200,000 mark.  

 

We thank you in advance for your generous response. 

For many more photos, go to our website 

www.stpaulsjeff.org 


